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FIRE  ISLAND  N.S.  &  NEW  YORK  CITY  NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE  GROUP 

26  WALL  STREET 

NEW  YORK,  NEW  YORK  10005 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 


NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 


January  8,  1971 


K  14 

Mr.  Bert  Sheldon 

3315  Wisconsin  Avenue,  If 302 

Washington,  D.C.  20016 

Dear  Mr.  Sheldon: 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Sagamore  Hill. 
You  may  rest  assured  that  your  inquiry  about  the  ring  presented  to 
Theodore  Roosevelt  by  John  Hay  need  not  be  expressed  with  diffidence, 
nor  is  your  inquiry  rude  in  the  least. 

The  ring,  in  fact,  is  contained  in  the  collection  of  memorabilia  under 
close  security  at  Sagamore  Hill  National  Historic  Site.    Although  it  is 
not  on  public  exhibit  at  present,  we  will  arrange  for  you  to  view  it 
should  you  ever  be  at  Oyster  Bay. 

Please  let  us  know  if  we  can  be  of  further  service. 


Sincerely  yours, 


The  RailSplitter  S^-^. 


A  Rail  Splitter  Exclusive! 


The  first  published  photographs  of  one  of  the  most  famous  relics  in  American  history. 
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he  day  before  Theodore  Roosevelt's  inauguration  in  1905,  Secretary  of  State 
John  Hay  sent  the  President  a  "mourning  ring"  with  glass  over  a  strand  of 
Lincoln's  hair.  John  Hay  whose  government  service  dated  back  to  the  Civil 
War  days  when  he  had  been  a  secretary  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 
wrote  in  an  accompanying  letter  to  TR: 


The  hair  in  this  ring  is  from  the  head  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Dr.  Taft  cut  it  off  the  night  of 
the  assassination,  and  I  got  it  from  his  son  -  a 
brief  pedigree.  Please  wear  it  tomorrow;  you 
are  one  of  the  men  who  most  thoroughly 
understand  and  appreciate  Lincoln. 

TR  responded: 

Dear  John,  Surely  no  other  President,  on  the  eve  of  his  inauguration,  has  ever  received 
such  a  gift  from  such  a  friend.  I  am  wearing  the  ring  now;  I  shall  think  of  it  and  you  as  I 
take  the  oath  tomorrow.  I  wonder  if  you  have  any  idea  what  your  strength  and  wisdom 

and  sympathy,  what  the  guidance  you  have  given  me  and  the  mere  delight  in  your  companionship,  have  meant  to  me  these  three 
and  a  half  years?  With  love  and  gratitude,  Ever  yours... 


r 


TR  wore  the  ring  on  March  4, 1905  when  he  was  inaugurated.  He  had,  of  course,  become  President 
in  1901  when  President  William  McKinley  was  assassinated,  and  now  had  been  elected  in  his  own  right. 

Edmund  Morris,  in  his  new  book  Theodore  Rex,  says  this  was  the  first  time  TR  had  used  the 
word  "love"  in  his  "male,  non-family  correspondence."  Morris  writes:  "Hay  could  not  have  made  a 
gesture  more  certain  to  move  Roosevelt."  Lincoln  was  Theodore  Roosevelt's  hero.  In  his  study  at 
Sagamore  Hill  at  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  NY  the  President  had  on  his  desk  an  inkwell  and  pen  stand 
surmounted  by  a  bust  of  Lincoln.  And  on  the  wall  near  the  portrait  of  his  father,  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  Sr.,  who  had  known  and  worked  with  Lincoln,  was  an  engraving  of  Lincoln,  while  down 
the  hall  in  the  famous  North  Room  was  a  handsome  bust  of  Lincoln." 

John  Hay  died  a  few  months  after  TR's  inauguration.  The  Lincoln  ring  is  now  the  property  of  the  Theodore  Roosevelt  Association 
of  Oyster  Bay,  NY.  It  has  seldom  been  on  display  over  the  years,  but  will  soon  become  part  of  a  new  exhibit  at  Sagamore  Hill. 

-John  Allen  Gable,  Ph.D.,  Executive  Director,  Theodore  Roosevelt  Association 


The  ring  is  inscribed: 
"Abraham  Lincoln's  Hair. 

John  Hay  to  Theodore 
Roosevelt  March  4  1905." 


Editor:  Travelers  to  New  York  have  the  opportunity  to  visit  two  Theodore  Roosevelt  homes.  The  one 
with  the  greatest  name  recognition  is,  of  course,  Sagamore  Hill  -  TR's  home  in  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island. 
The  second  is  the  Theodore  Roosevelt  Birthplace  at  28  E.  20th  Street  in  Manhattan. 

The  Roosevelt  family  has  deep  roots  in  this  country.  The  first  member  to  arrive  was  Claus 
Martenszen  Van  Rosenvelt,  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  the  1640s.  The  83-acre  site  occupied  by 
Sagamore  Hill  was  purchased  from  Native  Americans  in  the  late  17th  century  and  remained  in  the  fam- 
ily until  recently.  Administered  by  the  National  Park  Service,  the  site  is  composed  of  TR's  23-room 
Queen  Anne  style  home,  a  visitor's  center,  some  outbuildings,  an  apple  orchard,  and  a  Georgian  brick 
colonial  built  in  1938  as  a  home  for  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr.  (T.R.'s  son.)  The  latter  home  has  an  exten- 
sive museum  of  Roosevelt  family  artifacts  and  displays. 

TR  built  Sagamore  Hill  in  1884-85.  This  was  partly  an  effort  to  escape  the  memory  of  the  death  of 
his  mother  and  young  wife  on  the  same  day  in  February  in  their  NYC  brownstone.  He  moved  out  to 
Oyster  Bay,  about  30-minutes  by  train  from  Manhattan,  with  his  sister  Anna  and  daughter  Alice.  In 
December  1886,  TR  married  Edith  Kermit  Carow,  a  childhood  friend,  and  the  two  made  Sagamore  Hill 
their  year-round  home  the  following  Spring.  Here  Roosevelt  died  at  the  age  of  60  and  here  Edith 
Roosevelt  lived  until  her  death  in  1948  at  the  age  of  87. 

The  home  has  seen  little  alteration  in  the  past  fifty  years.  Just  about  all  of  the  furnishings  are  orig- 
inal. The  walls  and  shelves  are  lined  with  personal  possessions,  including  numerous  gifts  and  presen- 
  continued,  next  page 


Theodore  Roosevelt 


(Twenty-sixth  President, 
1S01-09) 

By  Central  Press 
ONE  ■  MIGHT  well  imagine 
"Teddy"  Roosevelt  would  have 
a  colorful  inauguration  and  his- 
i  tory  bears  it  out  that  he  did. 
Riding  in  a  landau,  accompanied 
by  Senators 
Lodge  and 
Spooner,  and 
escorted  by 
Rough  Riders, 
West  Pointers, 
cowpunchers, 
govern  ors, 
politicians,  In- 
ilian  braves, 
Puerto  Ricans 
and  other  peo- 
ple, ordinary 
and  extraordi- 
nary, he  pro- 
ceeded  up 
Pennsylvania  avenue  to  the 
Capitol.  Then,  back  at  the  White 
House,  he  reviewed  the  proces- 
sion, greeted  each  delegation 
and  shook  hands  ultimately  with 
the  Harvard  cheer  leader  who 
had  just  led  a  yell  from  the 
group  of  Harvard  men  who 
brought  up  the  end  of  the  line. 
Roosevelt  had  worn  on  inaugu- 
ration day  tlie  ring  Lincoln  ha<J 
worn  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Perhaps  for  sentiment?  To 
show  he  was  not  superstitious? 
The  records  do  not  tell  us. 


